
News for UNSW India Alumni 

Issue 1: February 2007

Message from the UNSW In-Country Manager, India

W elcome to the fi rst issue of ‘Auto Post’ – a quarterly newsletter designed 
to keep UNSW Alumni in India updated on local and international news 
related to UNSW and our operations in India.

In this issue, you will fi nd information on our campuses which includes the 
offi cial opening of our campus in Singapore. You must also be quite curious to offi cial opening of our campus in Singapore. You must also be quite curious to 
fi nd out more about the Alumni in India. You will be pleased to know that we 
are looking at setting up the Alumni chapter in India by October this year! By 
this we hope to set up a platform for our Alumni in India by providing them with 
networking opportunities within the members. We look forward to your active 
contributions and participation in setting up the chapter. You can also take a look 
at the events and visits by UNSW staff planned for the fi rst quarter of 2007.

I look forward to being in touch with all our alumni in India. If you know of any 
alumni not registered with this offi ce, please encourage them to do so.

Shireen Ardeshir

UNSW India Launch

T he University of New South Wales 
strengthened its engagement with 
India by becoming the fi rst Australian 

university to establish a company 
dedicated to developing commercial 
and research partnerships and student 
and staff exchange with India. “UNSW 
has a long history of engagement with 
India and the region,” says Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Academic) Professor Richard 
Henry. “As the fi rst Australian university 
to establish a company in India we are 
recognising and working to build on that 
strong relationship.” NewSouth Global 
(NSG), the international education, 
training and consultancy arm of UNSW 
is responsible for establishing UNSW’s 
company and permanent presence in 
India. The event was inaugurated on 
the 30th of October, 2006 by the Acting 
Australian High Commissioner to India, 
Mr. David Holly. Guests included senior 
government offi cials, education and 
industry partners and friends and alumni 
of the University.

LOCAL NEWS AND EVENTS

UNSW In-Country Manager (extreme left) with 

Alumni in New Delhi at the launch of the UNSW 

India offi ce 

ON-CAMPUS NEWS

U NSW Asia, Singapore’s fi rst com-
prehensive international univer-
sity, offi cially opened its Tanglin 

campus on Saturday 20 January 2007. 
Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam, 

Singapore’s Minister for Education 
and Second Minister for Finance, 
offi ciated at the opening ceremony. His 
Excellency Mr Miles Kupa, Australian 
High Commissioner to Singapore, also 
attended the event.

“Singapore’s unique position at 
the economic, social and cultural 
cross-roads of the Middle-east, India, 
Southeast Asia, China, Northeast Asia 
and Australasia, will be a compelling 
proposition ... and we hope some of 
the students who come here will decide 

to stay for a while and contribute to 
Singapore and the wider region.” said 
Minister Tharman

Professor Greg Whittred, President of 
UNSW Asia, said: “The Government of 
Singapore and UNSW share a vision - a 
vision for an innovative, internationally-
focused comprehensive university. One 
that is student-centered, research-
intensive and industry-relevant.”

The student consultation area at the Tanglin 

campus

U NSW students have made a clean 
sweep of high achievers’ scholarships 
at a prestigious research centre.

The scholarships, which are awarded 
by the Capital Markets Cooperative Re-
seach Centre (CMCRC), are worth up to 
$30,000 per annum and can be awarded 
for up to three years.

The students work on improving soft-

ware that detects fraud in capital mar-
kets around the world. It is used at the 
Australian Stock Exchange.  

The Minister for Education, Science 
and Training, Julie Bishop, announced 
an increase in funding for the CMCRC, in 
which UNSW has a leadership role. The 
government has doubled its contribu-
tions to the Centre from $14.2 million to 
$26.68 million for a further seven years. 

UNSW Asia open for business

A clean sweep of top scholarships

(l-r)Ho Yin Lai, Zhe Chen, Chris Chua and 

Adam Gravitis 
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UNSW has approximately 170,000 
alumni worldwide and the Univer-
sity works together with the Alumni 

Association to keep in touch with them. 
UNSW Alumni Chapters are affi liated to 
the UNSW Alumni Association and exist in 
Australia and Internationally. The over-
seas chapters have already been formed 
in Hong Kong, Malaysia and Singapore by 
active alumni members keen to main-
tain contacts with the University and to 
contribute to the growing reputation of 
UNSW abroad. Informal networks exist 
in some other countries.

The UNSW India Offi ce looks at 
providing a forum for returning UNSW 
graduates and other alumni. The offi ce 
will organize functions providing alumni 
the opportunity to socialize, develop 
professional networking, to keep in 
contact with their alma mater, to 
further the reputation of the University 
in India.

UNSW Alumni in India have started to 
provide a mentor service to new UNSW 
Indian enrolments. Active alumni have 
made themselves available for contact 
to answer some simple FAQs or in 
some cases even meet with parents of 
prospective students! We would like to 
thank our alumni for their participation 
in this program.

We hope to set up the UNSW India 
Alumni Chapter in the near future and 
look forward to some of you playing 
signifi cant roles within the Chapter. 
If you think you are interested, 
responsive, engaged and involved 
enough to refl ect the vision of the UNSW 
alumni, please contact the In-Country 
Manager at s.ardeshir@unsw.edu.au
s.ardeshir@unsw.edu.au

Your feedback:

W hat did you think about the 
newsletter? Would you like to 
comment on or contribute to any 

of our articles? Would you like to know 
more on any particular issue? Don’t 
hesitate, let us know you feedback by 
writing to us at infoindia@unsw.edu.au

UNSW India Alumni Update:

T he year 2007 promises a fl eet 
of opportunity with UNSW staff 
and academics visiting India. 

◗  Ms. Emma Bowen from the 
Faculty of Science will be visiting 
Mumbai, Calcutta and Chennai 
between the 18th and 24th of 
February

◗  Academics from the faculties of 
Business, Engineering, Built En-
vironment and the College of 
Fine Arts (COFA) will be traveling 
along with representatives from the 
International Offi ce for the Australian 
Education road show between the 3rd 
and the 16th of March. The road show 
will travel through New Delhi, Chandi-
garh, Ahmedabad, Mumbai, Bangalore, 
Chennai and Hyderabad.

Upcoming UNSW staff 
and faculty visits

If you would like to meet with 
them either to strengthen your UNSW 
connection or to recommend a fam-
ily or friend seeking admission at 
the University, please contact us at 
infoindia@unsw.edu.au

Contact us:
UNSW India Offi ce, 504 Powai Plaza, 
Hiranandani Business park, 
Powai Mumbai 400076
Tel: +91 22 67253098     
Fax: +91 22 67105272
Email: infoindia@unsw.edu.au
Web: www.unswindiaoffi ce.com

◗  The University now has more than 10 
memoranda of understanding with 
institutes and universities across India 
including Jawaharlal Nehru University; 
University of Pune; Indian Institute 
of Management, Bangalore; Indian 
Institute of Science, Bangalore; Indian 
Institute of Technology, Mumbai; the 
Energy Resource Institute School of 
Advanced Studies; Birla Institute 
of Technology and Science, Pilani; 
NALSR University of Law, Hyperabad, 
and Madras School of Social Work.

◗  The International Assessments for 
Indian Schools is a joint venture 
between Educational Assessment 
Australia, a not-for-profi t business 
unit of UNSW and Macmillan India. 
The assessments, fi rst run in India 

in 2004, assessed a broad range of 
students’ skills that have application 
and relevance across the curriculum, 
and support lifelong learning. The 
International Assessments have tested 
more than 300,000 students to date.

◗  UNSW’s International Projects (IP) 
Division has been awarded a US$1 
million Asian Development Bank 
contract to develop a pension plan 
for India’s informal labour sector.  

◗  IP has also worked with the 
University’s Centre for Sustainable 
Built Environment on a solar housing 
project in Himachal Pradesh.

◗  The Indian Ministry of Mines has 
seconded staff to UNSW for training 
in environmental management.

UNSW : Engagement with India and the Region


